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Neighbour tried to save 
family from deadly fire 
■ Community mourns loss of mum, 31, and children, 4 and 8, in blaze
■ Fire service says electric bike left charging overnight is likely cause
■ Resident tells how friend tried to bash down door of the maisonette

By Alex Spencer 
alex.spcncer@Uiffcmedla.co.uk 

A community Is In mourning after Ute 
death of a woman and her two young 
children In a fire in Cambridge 
Utot firelighters believe was caused 
by an electric bi.kc left charging 
overnight. 

The blaze broke out In the early 
hours of Friday (June 30) at a two
storey maisonette in Sackville Close, 
King's Hedges. 

Gemma Germeney, 31, was 
pronounced dead at the scene of the 
lire. Her children Lilly Peden, 8, and 
son Oliver Peden. 4, were rescued by 
firefighters but tragically died later in 
hospital. ltls believed the family's two 
dogs also perished In the blaze. 

A man escaped Uie property and 
remains In hospital In a critical 
condition. 

A neighbour told U1e Cambridge 
Independent how his friend tried to 
save the family by hammering on U1e 
door ,,1th a scaffolding pole. 

Mark Newman. who lives a few 
doors away from where the deadly fire 
broke out, ran into the street when he 
heard shouting and smelled smoke. 

He saw his friend trying to break 
into U1e maisonette, from which 
smoke was pouring, but he rushed to 
drag him bock as he feared he would 
be engulfed by the flames if the door 
was opened. 

Mark said: "I didn't go to bed until 
about 12.30am. I had U1e window open 
and I could hear somebody 
screaming.Iwenttothewindowandit 

sounded li.ke the noise was com1ng 
from the street. Last time there was a 
light out there U1ey damaged my van, 
solwentoutto seewhnt was going on. 
As soon as I got out in the garden, I 
could smell smoke." 

Pointing to n nearby properly, he 
continued: "I looked around and I 
could see the smoke billowing out 
from up U1ere. So I ran out there and 
that is when I saw my neighbour 
Jimmy was lr}1ng to bang the door 
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llollce Is grv,n llal-- Rllnnlng r.tJ\'11 Events 
llmlted hm on lho 18111olJl.ne20238l)l)lled Jo South 
camtJrldgesl1it Ots111ctCGU1cla lho IJClnsingAulhor1ty 
lor Ille vatla1lon ol lllo 1'r1miA1 Ucenct for -
Waum Park of Klngffsller C-, N..-, C92418Z 
lollffllOdlhelknelor 
Provision of Regulated Enllrtalnment Satwmy 08.00-
22.DD, SUndly OII.D0-22.llD end 
SUpply ot Alcohol: Saturday 1D.D0-22.lJD, SUl1clay 1D.D0-
22.00. 
Anyone wtshi1g lo make "llf-,!allonSc:orx.nr,g lhil 
appllcallon sholJd do so In wnting to Soullt Canbndgeslwe 
Ots111ctCOt.ncl.Ucensi1g--Soullt Clmlll1dgeshlte 
Hal, cambol.rne -- Pall<. cambol.rne, C823 6EA. 
Represenlallons In respect ol ltis application mus1 reach lho 
Licensing Auttlor11y by 2Dtll July 2023. 
f'lrsons wishing lo lnsplct the register or Ille record ol lllis 
applicallon may do so by attenclinQ lho offlce ol lho Ucensr,g 
section, clmg otfoce IIOln Monday ID Friday lntiJsMl. l ls 
., olt!nal knowtngly or reddessly lo make a !al■ sliltement 
In connection with an ll)flllcallon, Ile ma,d,num lint lor 
wltlch on summa,y cxmlcbon ls £5.000 
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